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Acknowledgement of Country 
 I’d also like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we meet today. I would also like to pay my respects to Wathaurong 
Elders of the Kulin Nation past and present. 
 
2022 
I would like to begin by thanking and acknowledging the work of the 2022 
Committee and Co-ordinator. I’d like to thank departing Committee members, 
Moira Donovan, Lyn Morrison and Pam Virgona. I’d also like to make special 
mention and acknowledgement of Pam’s long history with GWNH and thank 
her for her role over this year as co-Chair. 
 
We are all aware of the challenges of the past few years. As we returned to 
relative normal business this year, unsurprisingly, we faced some new and some 
different challenges.  
 
This year, we recommenced all pre-Covid face-to-face programs, after stop-
start lockdowns which are now a colourful part of our collective memory. 
 
In 2022 we commenced a new and exciting initiative, the Artist in Residence 
Project, which Pam will speak about further, later. 
 
Earlier this year we were notified of funding agency changes to the long 
standing Café Care Connect program; which effectively ceased operating in 
late June. As sad as it was to close of this highly regarded program, we 
immediately sought alternative grant-funding and in August we were advised 
by the City of Greater Geelong, that we were successful in not only 
recommencing a reinvented version of this program, but also introducing an 
additional program. This program will now be known as the Keep Connected 
Project. We welcome back our highly regarded staff and volunteers to support 
this Project over the next year. 
 
At last year’s AGM I reported that we were hopeful of receiving a grant to 
create a corridor, to separate the hall and side room, to establish two more 
suitable work environments which would also allow for a gallery and display 



area in the newly built entry corridor. In December, we discovered that we 
were unsuccessful in this bid and immediately set about identifying other 
sources of support and grant funding. I am excited to announce that we have 
this week received a state government grant which will be administered by 
local government. This will allow the construction of this important 
infrastructure. 
 
Our future vision is very much represented in this development. While it allows 
for more functional work-spaces in the neighbourhood House, it also clearly 
defines some new direction for us. We can ensure that we have best-fit, most 
functional work-spaces, which will promote a more contemporary 
learning/creating environment. Whereas previously we had to cope with a 
make-do environment, soon we will have two distinct, multi-purpose work-
rooms, with purpose-built lighting, access-entry, sound-proofing and security. 
On top of that we will also achieve a very fit for purpose entry space, housing 
a gallery and display area. We are very grateful to the Member for Geelong, 
Christine Couzens MP, for her advice and support in this endeavour. 
 
Like Lyn, Moira and Pam, I am also a departing Committee member. After 5 
years of Committee membership and three as Chair/co-Chair, I feel it is time 
to step away for a break, but I look forward to assisting the new Committee to 
project manage the exciting building development stages over the coming 
months.  
 
I feel genuine satisfaction in my five years in supporting planning, development 
and strategic plans at a governance level and as a supporter of practical, day 
to day aspects of our Neighbourhood House. 
 
I extend to the new Committee of Management my best wishes and hopes for 
every success over the coming year 
 
 

 

David Kearney 

Co-Chair 2022 

Committee member 2017-2022 


